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Message from the President
Welcome to 2009 and to a new year!  The Board is 
well on its way to making plans for the year.  Our major 
focus is first and foremost to plan a successful confer-
ence in November 2009. The conference planning 
team will be working with Victor Broderick and the 
Lincoln Land Community College staff to bring this 
year’s conference to our members.

The ICCCA Board plans to join ICCTA on April 29 for 
Lobby Day.  Each year, we lend our support to the lob-
bying efforts, and we always enjoy learning more about 
the way things work in Springfield.

Plans for this year include continuing the review of the 
constitutional bylaws and making a recommendation for 
updates later this year.  Changes to the ICCCA consti-
tution were made at the 2008 Fall Business Meeting at 
the ICCCA conference.  This document can be found at 
http://www.iccca.org/images/constitution.pdf

I would like to extend a special welcome to all new 
administrators.  Please let us know if there is anything 
we can do for you.  There will be a special new admin-
istrators’ session at ICCCA this year.  We welcome you 
to participate in this session.  If you are new to your 
administrator’s role and would like to speak with col-
leagues who are in similar positions to you, contact the 
commission that corresponds with your job responsibili-
ties.  You can find a full listing of commissions on the 
ICCCA website at www.iccca.org.
 - Sheryl Blahnik 
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Career Services
By Sara Baker, Coordinator of Workforce 
Services, Heartland Community College, 
Vice President of the Career Services 
Commission

Being less than four years old, the 
Career Services Commission is fairly 
new to the ICCCA. However, career 
services professionals from through-
out the state have been meeting 
each fall and spring for almost twenty 
years.  Initially named the Illinois 
Community College Career Planning 
and Placement Professionals (IC3P3), 
the name has evolved into the Illinois 
Community College Career Services 
Professionals (IC3SP).  The word 
“placement” was removed since it did 
not accurately represent the myriad 
services provided for students, faculty, 
employers and community members.  

The services offered by career service 
professionals differ somewhat at each 
college but likely include job search 

preparation and assistance (includ-
ing resume and cover letter writing 
assistance, interview skill preparation, 
information on developing job search 
strategies and skills and maintain-
ing access to employment postings), 
career development counseling and 
assessments, workshops and class-
room presentations, and coordinating 
career/job fair events and employers 
recruiting on campus.  Some also 
offer internship and job shadowing 
programs and manage student em-
ployment programs.

It’s common to assume career 
services only serve students and 
alumni, but did you know they can 
be of great importance for regional 
employers and faculty as well?  In 
recent years career service profes-
sionals have played an increas-
ingly important role in developing and 
managing multifaceted relationships 
with regional employers and serving 
as liaisons between employers and 

faculty.  Employers benefit through an 
increased presence on campus, and 
services designed to connect them 
with well-trained, qualified candidates 
for current or future employment op-
portunities.  One advantage for faculty 
is connecting with employers for 
classroom speakers or projects.

To make the most of services offered, 
students are encouraged to visit early 
in their college career, and become 
familiar with all that’s available.  Those 
who wait until it’s time to graduate or 
start a job search or internship may 
find it’s too late to take advantage of 
many options they could have been 
afforded otherwise.   All students, not 
just those seeking applied degrees or 
certificates, can benefit.

On behalf of all those in the Career 
Services Commission, I welcome you 
to come, seek us out on your campus, 
and discover how our services may 
be of benefit to you!

Conference Highlights
By Sheryl Blahnik

The 2008 ICCCA Conference and Leadership and Core 
Values Institute were held at the Decatur Convention 
Center in November 2008.  Speakers for the ICCCA 
conference were Mr. Bill Kling, attorney, professor and 
policy expert, and Dr. Charles R. Novak, Professor 
Emeritus of Richland Community College.  

The 2008 Leadership and Core Values Institute was held in conjunction 
with the ICCCA Conference.  Keynote speaker and facilitator for the 
Institute was Dr. Rushworth Kidder, President and Founder of the 
Institute for Global Ethics.   

Bill Kling, Thursday Morning Keynote Speaker, 
2008 ICCCA Conference

Dr. Charles R. Novak,
Thursday Luncheon Speaker, 
2008 ICCCA Conference

Dr. Rushworth Kidder at the 
2008 Leadership and 
Core Values Institute



Admissions and Records Commission Report   
By Marietta Turner, Admissions and Records Commission/Parkland College 

Our present members have drafted a proposal in which we are asking the Illinois Community College Ad-
mission and Records Officer Organization (ICCAROO) to consider becoming the official Admissions and 
Records Commission for the Illinois Council of Community College Administrators.

We are also proposing that they designate an administrator (since their membership is open to both 
administrators and support staff) as the Commission Chair. Michelle Driscoll, Assistant Dean of Student 
Services / Director of Admissions at Kankakee Community College, is an active ICCAROO member. She 
will present the proposal at the bi-annual ICCAROO meeting on Friday, March 20, 2009.

ICCEDA launches weTRaIN Illinois
The Illinois Community College Economic/Workforce Develop-
ment Association (ICCEDA) recently embarked on a bold public 
relations strategy to re-brand ICCEDA to elevate awareness 
of the important role community colleges play in economic and 
workforce development through delivery of essential training services to business throughout the state of 
Illinois.

As a result, weTRaIN - The Illinois Community College Training Resource and Informa-
tion Network - was established.  In March 2009, the first quarterly issue of the weTRaIN 
Advisor was distributed across the state.  Coinciding with that release, the weTRaIN 
website was launched, and includes the full range of information resources needed by 
Illinois businesses. Visit www.wetrainillinois.org.

weTRaIN is the largest provider of employer training resources in Illinois, with 36 
community college members located throughout the state.  During 2008, 22 reporting 
weTRaIN members trained a total of 34,323 employees at 1343 Illinois companies.

Chief Student Services Officers
By Tina Stovall, ICCCSSO/Lake Land College

The Chief Student Services Officers (ICCCSSO) held their annual spring meeting March 5th and 6th in 
Bloomington. Focus topics for the meeting included updates and planning related to various statewide 
initiatives, and sharing best practices in Behavioral Intervention/Campus Safety and Veterans Support 
Services. The group kicked off the work of nine new taskforces: IAI and Transfer, Financial Aid/Student 
Costs, International Students, Dual Credit, Veteran’s Support, Legislative, P-20 Partnerships, Leadership 
Development, and Campus Safety. Each task force surveyed the attendees and identified specific goals 
for the coming year. All ICCCSSO members will benefit from the work of the taskforces. In addition to an-
nual meetings held each spring, summer and fall, ICCCSSO maintains strong communication and support 
throughout the year through an active list serve. To assist new CSSOs, ICCCSSO implemented an orien-
tation program held in conjunction with the annual conference in November 2008. Feedback from those 
attending has been outstanding, and the orientation will be offered again in November 2009. We look 
forward to our annual summer meeting to be held June 17 and 18 at Starved Rock State Park. 

For more information regarding ICCCSSO, please contact Tina Stovall, ICCCSSO President 2008-2009, 
at Lake Land College, 217-234-5250 or tstovall@lakelandcollege.edu.
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(Training Resources and Information Network) is the largest provider
of employer training resources in Illinois, with 36 community college members
located throughout the state. During 2008, 22 reporting members
trained a total of 34,323 employees at 1,343 Illinois companies. That’s
impressive training power, by any standard — and in any economy.Our network members are working to train and re-skill currently employed
workers, help others re-career in a changing economy and assist still others in preparing for

new or future careers. No other Illinois network trains more workers for the future. No other

network understands the needs of Illinois employers better than .is proudly affiliated with the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB), which is

committed to preparing the Illinois workforce with the academic and technical skills needed

to successfully compete in the world market today and in the years ahead. Our partners also

include state, local and private training providers and resources, making your

window to one-stop workforce development.See page two for contact information.Be sure to visit our all-new website at
.

www.wetrainillinois.org

The weTRaIN Executive Boardalso includes:
Rob Westcott,

Paula Luebbert,

Ron Wilson,

Susan Llewellyn,

Ginger Knapp,

Julie Gelaude,

Lake Land College

Lincoln Land Community College

Richland Community College

Black Hawk College

Elgin Community College

Black Hawk College

Looking for Training Resources?
Contact your local Community CollegeBusiness & Industry Center for updatesto the State of Illinois EmployerTraining Investment Program (ETIP).

w w w. w e t r a i n i l l i n o i s . o r g

Network Report
Rising Business Leaders Series

Build Your Own Leadership Series

ECC Business & Industry Conference, May 7

Caterpillar Employees Learn Welding, Blueprint Reading

When a survey of local businesses uncovered a need to provide leadership
training and networking opportunities for frontline supervisors and middle
managers, Harper College for Businesses responded. Their quarterly
leadership series provides training on topics including Performance Reviews (April 8) and Team

Building Skills (June 3). More info at

This Illinois Central College program enables employers to teach workers
leadership skills that match their corporate culture by choosing topics and
times (one hour to all day). The topic menu includes Effective Facilitation,
Communication, Diversity, Critical Thinking, Teamwork, Inter-generational
Leadership and more. More info by visiting the Professional Development Institute at

is the theme of this regional event
hosted by Elgin Community College and the Elgin Area Chamber of Commerce
and co-sponsored by McHenry County College, Waubonsee Community
College, weTRaIN and other partners. Topics include service, safety,
immigration, motivation, ISO, State of Illinois Energy programs and more. Held
in the ECC Conference Center, 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. $79 cost includes meals.
Fourth registration free. Details and sponsor info at:

http://goforward.harpercollege.edu

www.icc.edu

http://tinyurl.com/BizCONF

Waubonsee Community College Workforce Development provides customized
training for the Caterpillar U.S. Operations Division in Aurora, IL. The college
worked with CAT to emulate the manufacturer’s equipment, wire, gas and testing
procedures. More than 220 hours of hands-on weld training and 60 hours of
blueprint instruction has been delivered to date. www.waubonsee.edu

Adapting to Changing Circumstances

Advisorw w w. w e t r a i n i l l i n o i s . o r g

Welcome!
Jennifer Scheri
Illinois Valley College
President, weTRaIN Network

Welcome to the first issue
of , a quarterly
newsletter containing workforce
training information and resources forIllinois businesses. It is produced by

, a network of 36 Illinoiscommunity colleges across the statethat work with business, government,health care and education to trainemployees and consult on emergingworkforce issues.

These are tough times for businesseseverywhere. Illinois is no exception.Look to for advice on howto increase employee productivity,train new supervisors and maximizeevery opportunity that comes yourway. More than 1,200 Illinois
companies count on us to be theirtraining and consulting service
provider. We look forward to workingwith them — and you — in 2009.

The Advisor

The Advisor

weTRaIN



Congratulations and
Best Wishes!
By Barry Hancock, ICCCA Historian, John A. Logan College

Preston Morgan officially retired from the Illinois 
Community College system on January 1, 2009 
after a career that has spanned 30 years of 
service.  Preston worked for over 23 years at the 
Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) where 
he served most recently as the Senior Director 
of Workforce Development.  He also served for 
seven years in the private sector and four years of 
military service.  Preston has been a transforma-
tional leader and mentor to many continuing edu-
cation and workforce development administrators 
throughout the state and an advocate for Illinois’ 48 
community colleges.

Here are just a few of the contributions Preston 
made to the people of Illinois:

Preston was instrumental in the formation of both o 
the Illinois Community College Economic Devel-
opment Association (ICCEDA) and the Illinois 
Council for Continuing Education and Training 
(ICCET).  They have become the strong organiza-
tions that they are today because of his leader-
ship.

Prestono  helped get the Illinois Council for Con-
tinuing Education and Training and ICCEDA to 
become a commission of the ICCCA.

Prestono  was involved with the National Coun-
cil for Continuing Education and Training as a 
Regional Director.  Last fall Preston was honored 
with a Regional Leadership award for the Great 
Lakes Region at the National Conference in 
Cleveland.

Preston also spearheaded the development of o 
Homeland Security training at community colleg-
es throughout Illinois, and established the annual 
Homeland Security and Emergency Response 
Institute through the ICCB.

Preston served on the Board of the Illinois Coun-o 
cil for Continuing Higher Education (ICCHE) 
where he served as a liaison with the ICCB.

Last, but not least, Preston has served as the o 
liaison between the ICCCA and the ICCB for the 
past 2 years.

In addition to the ones listed above, Preston has 
been involved with many other organizations 
throughout his career.

Preston is currently involved as a national coordina-
tor with the Illinois Affiliate of the American Council 
for Education (ACE).  Preston’s support of the IC-
CCA will live on beyond his retirement and he will 
be the legend of contract training and continuing 
education for many years to come.  As Joe Cipfl, 
our former President and CEO of the ICCB, said 
numerous times, ”Good things don’t happen by 
accident; good people make good things happen!”  
Preston has been one of those good people for the 
past 23 years in the Illinois community college sys-
tem that have made good things happen. 

The membership of the Illinois Council for Commu-
nity College Administrators salutes Preston Morgan, 
and we wish him the best of luck in his transition.

Preston Morgan, Philip Bierdz and Barry Hancock at the 2008 ICCCA Conference

One of Barry Hancock’s (John A. Logan College and Historian for ICCCA) favorite quotes is: 

 “The purpose of higher education is to develop a knowing mind and an honest heart.”
 --Thomas Jefferson



Admissions and Records 
Commission Report  
By Marietta Turner, Admissions and Records Commission/Parkland 
College 

Our present members have drafted a proposal in 
which we are asking the Illinois Community College 
Admission and Records Officer Organization (IC-
CAROO) to consider becoming the official Admis-
sions and Records Commission for the Illinois 
Council of Community College Administrators.

We are also proposing that they designate an ad-
ministrator (since their membership is open to both 
administrators and support staff) as the Commis-
sion Chair. Michelle Driscoll, Assistant Dean of Stu-
dent Services / Director of Admissions at Kankakee 
Community College, is an active ICCAROO mem-
ber. She will present the proposal at the bi-annual 
ICCAROO meeting on Friday, March 20, 2009.

Commissions
We need to update our directory pages on our web-
site.  Currently, the Adult Education Commission, 
Financial Aid Officers Commission, Marketing and 
Public Relations Commission, and Resource De-
velopment Commission positions are vacant.  We 
would like to help your commission continue to be 
successful.  Please let Sheryl Blahnik (sblahnik@
richland.edu) know who the contact is for the com-
mission. 

Campus Reps
Several colleges are missing Campus Reps.  
Please visit the ICCCA webpage to see if your 
College is represented.  E-mail Michael Diggs at 
mdiggs@richland.edu with any changes to campus 
reps or commission presidents/chairs. 

Arts and Sciences 
Transfer Administrators 
Commission
Jim Dittus, representing Elgin Community College, 
has invited the ASTA commission to hold its April 24 
meeting at Elgin’s campus from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
pm.  They will graciously serve lunch at noon in the 
Fox Valley University and Business center. Top-
ics of discussion will include IAI majors panels and 
developmental education.  All ICCCA members are 
welcome to attend.  Please RSVP with Jim regard-
ing lunch at jdittus@elgin.edu.

ICCCA Directory
The ICCCA Directory is available on our website 
(http://www.iccca.org/images/ICCCA_Directory.pdf) 
with a listing of administrators from Illinois commu-
nity colleges.  Dan Hagberg Heartland Community 
College, keeps this directory updated.  If you have 
any updates for Dan, please e-mail him at dan.
hagberg@heartland.edu.

ICCCA is on the web at www.iccca.org 

In this vast universe, God created just one Earth.  This is a wonderful planet and 
world we live in.  Fascinating is the perfect word to use!  I try to learn something new, 

each and every single day!  It helps to keep the mind young, fresh, and open!
(Michael Diggs, Director of Career Services, Richland Community College and Secretary, ICCCA)



2008 Leadership and Core Values Institute 
and ICCCA Conference Highlights!

Dr. Rushworth Kidder

Jennifer Timmons, 

ICCCA Conference 2008 Presentation

Dr. Victoria Fitzgerald, Dean of Instruction and Student Learning, at Black Hawk College and Dr. Bettie Truitt, Dean of Instruction and Academic Support at Black Hawk College review the ICCCA conference sessions.

John A. Logan College Innovation Award Winners



2008 ICCCA Board at the November Conference

Richland Community College Associate Degree Nursing Students 
at the 2008 Leadership and Core Values Institute

Philip Bierdz, 2008 ICCCA President and Sheryl Blahnik, 
2008 President-Elect and Conference Chair

Marietta Turner, Dean of Students at
Parkland College favorite quote, 

“Learning is not a spectator sport”
- Anonymous



ICCCA Board future meeting dates:
Wednesday, April 29 – Springfield, following Lobby Day
Friday, June 19 – Springfield, at the conference hotel
Friday, August 7 – Joliet Junior College
Friday, September 18 – John A. Logan College
Friday, October 16 – Location To Be Determined
November – at the Conference

Richland Community College
The 9th Annual Walking the Walk of Diversity Conference 
will be held at Richland Community College on June 12 with 
preconference sessions on June 11.  Registration begins mid-
April and information is available at diversity.richland.edu.

2009 Homeland Security and Emergency 
Response Seminar, April 15
Registration: 
http://iccbdbsrv.iccb.org/homesecreg/registration.cfm

Elgin Community College
Business and Industry Conference:
“Decide Not to Participate in the Recession” 
May 7, 2009 - 7:00 a.m.
Elgin Community College
Fox Valley University and Business Center (UBC)
1700 Spartan Drive, Elgin, IL
Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Thom Lisk, Author of Noble Leadership
Recipient of Norman Vincent Peale,
Lifetime Achievement Award for
For more information:  elgin.edu/corporatetraining
or call 847-214-7869

Illinois Valley Community College
Please join Illinois Valley Community College in welcoming 
Dr. Rick Pearce, formerly of the IBHE, as the new Vice 
President for Learning and Student Development at Illinois 
Valley Community College.  Dr. Pearce also taught East Asian 
history at Illinois State.

ICCCA Executive Board
Sheryl Blahnik
Richland Community College
sblahnik@richland.edu
President  ........................  (217) 875-8211, Ext, 282

President Elect.  ..............  Vacant

Michael Diggs
Richland Community College
mdiggs@richland.edu
Secretary  ........................  (217) 875-7211, Ext. 205

Mary Reeves
Prairie State College
mreaves@prairiestate.edu
Treasurer  ........................  (708) 709-3501

Philip Bierdz
Moraine Valley Community College
bierdz@morainevalley.edu
Past President  ...............  (708) 974-5384

Barry Hancock
John A. Logan College
barryhancock@jalc.edu
Historian  .........................  (618) 985-3741, Ext. 8202

Kim Villanueva
ICCTA
Kvillanueva@communitycolleges.org
Legislative Liaison  .........  (217) 528-2858

Jennifer Timmons
Illinois Community College Board
Jtimmons@communitycollege.edu
ICCB Liaison  ..................  (217) 785-0123

Announcements:

Front page/Back page photo used with permission from, 
The Children At Risk Foundation - CARF (www.carfweb.net)

Community College Student Advocacy Day, April 23
Registration:  http://www.iccb.org/pdf/09CommunityCollegeStudentAdvocacyDay.pdf


